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Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soaps Applauds Progress in
Raising Standards for 'Organic' Personal Care

Lawsuit Against '‘Organic' Cheater Brands Moves to Next Phase

ESCONDIDO, CA — Top-selling natural soap brand Dr. Bronner's Magic Soaps applauds the
final recommendation by the Certification, Accreditation, and Compliance Committee (CACC) of
the USDA's National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) on Solving the Problem of Mislabeled
Organic Personal Care Products set forth this week. The recommendation urges the National
Organic Program (NOP) to regulate personal care products and “ensure consumers and
businesses alike that the products have an unquestioned home in the USDA National Organic
Program.” The current regulatory approach fails to protect consumers from misleading and
deceptive organic labeling of personal care because compliance with the NOP is currently
voluntary, not mandatory.

President of Dr. Bronner's Magic Soaps, David Bronner said, “Dr. Bronner’s strongly believes
that the best and most effective way to protect consumers of organic personal care products is
for the USDA to make the National Organic Program (NOP) standards mandatory for personal
care. We applaud this recommendation as a step forward in improving the current regulatory
regime.” The Certification, Accreditation and Compliance Committee will present the recently
released document to the NOSB at its public meeting in early November for a vote. Dr.
Bronner’s full formal comments submitted to the NOSB can be found at the link below.

In related news, Whole Foods is requiring that all supposedly “natural” and “organic” personal
care products in their stores test below 10 parts per million for the probable carcinogen 1,4
Dioxane. 1,4 Dioxane is produced when the petrochemical Ethylene Oxide is attached to
primary cleansing and moisturizing ingredients in a process called Ethoxylation. “We’re fed up
with organic cheater brands who use high-foaming ethoxylated detergents in bodywashes and
shampoos that produce 1,4 Dioxane contamination” says David Bronner. “Petrochemical
compounds like Ethylene Oxide have no place in organic personal care ingredients. This is just
one of many violations of basic organic criteria by organic cheater brands, and demonstrates
why federal NOP regulation is necessary.”

In July, Dr. Bronner's filed its Second Amended Complaint against numerous personal care
companies that use non-organic pesticide-intensive agricultural and/or petrochemical material to
make the main cleansing and moisturizing ingredients of their mislabeled '‘Organic’ products.
That Complaint charges defendants with false advertising in violation of the federal Lanham Act,
based on the fact that the labeling and marketing of their products as “Organic” is misleading
and confusing consumers. Defendants had the case transferred to federal district court in San
Jose, CA and moved to dismiss the case on the grounds that USDA/NOP is considering
regulating personal care products even though these same defendants strongly oppose such
regulation. Arguments on those motions will be held on Friday, September 25. The entire
Second Amended Complaint along with background on the case is posted online at:
http://www.drbronner.com/usda_organic_body care.html
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